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Temp & GDD 

Another cooler than normal week at 
0-2o below normal north and 0-2o. 
Slight heat stress continues along the 
I-95 corridor as evening lows remained 
above normal. We remain 3-7d ahead 
of normal and on par with last year. 
Soils are consistently in the upper low 
to mid 70’s north to as much as 
mid-80’s to the south.  

Moisture 

Widespread 1” rainfall events except 
drier areas of NJ, SoCT and East LI at 
<0.5” and some locally heavy 1-2+” 
events PA/DC/CapeCod/Northern NY. 
ET was max at 1-1.25” and most 
indications are that drought conditions 
have subsided, Short and V.Short 
Topsoil reports are well within normal. 
However there is much local variation. 

FORECAST for Turf 

Another showery period is expected 
with the week starting our wet and 
cool. Warming close to normal will 
occur mid-week. Expect some warm 
evenings but not steamy.  Some locally 
heavy events expected along PA/NY 
border. The 8-14 d look indicates we 
are staying in a normal temp and 
showery period. Cool and wet! 

Check out all weather info at: 
FORECAST WEBSITE
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Week 3:
April 12, 2004
Weather
More Cold and Wet!
Check out the latest weather data at:
 http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass.html
Last Week
• Temperatures: Warmer to north 3 above norm, South and Coast 6 below norm.
• GDD: since March 1st,< 10 for week, <30 region-wide. Full 1 week behind normal.
• 2" Soil Temperatures under sod: Mid-upper 40’s, some Hi’s in low 50’s.
• ET: 0.1"- 0.3" regionwide
• Precipitation: Coastal NewEng >4", LI, WestMA WestCT >2", 0.5-1" for the rest.

This Week.
• Weather Forecast for the Coming Week: Another cold and wet week with some storms

in excess of 2" especially along the coast. West part of region will be driest. Temps
for the week will be Hi in the 40-50’s, lo 30-40’s still some sporadic frost.

Around the Region
• Western and Central NY: Things on hold with cold weather, reports of mole/vole

damage. Some winter injury to Holly’s and Budlea. Greenhouse problems with
Downy Mildew on Impatience.

• Capital District: Poa trivialis invading lawn, snow mold damage slow to recover.
• North Country: Animal activity raising grub concern, mole damage.
• LI: Cold wet conditions slowing recovery. Many athletic fields with poor drainage are

suffering.

Gazing in the Grass with Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D.
Black or Green Sand?: Severe winter injury on golf courses and athletic fields have

motivated many to look for options for recovery. A new technique developed by
Professor George Hamilton at Penn State University has been the use of dark sand
to accelerate surface warming and thereby spur recovery. Black and green dyed and
undyed white topdressing sand was applied at 800 lbs. per 1000 square feet on
February 18. Spring color and surface temperature ratings were collected in early
April 2002. Color ratings were highest for black and green with no significant
difference between the two. The same held true for the surface temperature where
black and green sand were 3 to 5 degrees warmer than untreated or white sand. In
fact, green sand had the highest surface temperature than black on some rating
dates. Hamilton states that a few degrees increase in surface temperature can relate
to a multiple week advance in spring temps.

The Dog Days of Summer are Here Early. Be precise with practices

Week Sixteen at a Glance! Week 16 July 17,  2006

ForeCast
Heat stress will be high for most of the region as we enter a “dog day” period when the 

temps and humidity very high. A warm and dry period will bring some of the disease 

risk down for some areas except those driven by temp

Gazing in the Grass
The consistent reports about poorly rooted turf suggests we are in for another month of 

turf stress. This will require a number of management factors to be as precise as 

possible, especially on high value, intensely managed turf. be sure your mower blade 

and reel units are well sharpened and properly adjusted to avoid excessive tearing of the 

leaf tissue that will increase turf water loss and put even more pressure on the turf.

 Insect Update
Most reports indicate that supts are actively treating areas and keeping populations 

under control. However, even in study areas that are not being treated populations are 

very low and we are not sure why.

Weather & Pest Predictions
Available in pictures on-line at
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/ 
Temperature:  A normal week for most of the region with most areas 

within 1 to 3 degrees of normal temp. Significant heat stress recorded 

for most the region especially in the I-95 corridor.

Base 50 GDD:  The DC area saw 170 last week and has 1800 to 2000 

for the season. About 160 in NJ, most of LI and SE PA.  Central LI 

has a seasonal accumulation of about 1300. In southern New England 

about 140 last week and about 120 in a big part of upstate NY. These 

areas have about 800-1000 GDD so far this season.  Seasonal 

accumulations are  within a half of a week of normal with coastal 

areas slightly ahead and northern and interior areas slightly behind. 

ET:  LOTS! most areas 1-1.25”.

Precipitation:  Spotty rainfall with most areas getting between 0.5 

and 1”  in the Tues-Wed timeframe last week. NYC/LI, West and 

Central NY 1-2”. This has lead to continued high disease risk 

especially anthracnose and brown patch in the coastal areas and I-95 

corridor.

2 inch soil temps:  In the north, lows in the mid 60’s and highs in the 

mid 70’s. South lows in the mid 80’s and highs in low 90’s.

ForeCast
Heat stress will be high for most of the region as we enter a “dog 

day” period when the temps and humidity very high.

Disease Forecast: A warm and dry period will bring some of the 

disease risk down for some areas except those driven by temp and 

humidity, notably brown patch and Pythium. Dollar spot models all 

predicting low risk for the coming week.

Weather Forecast:  A ridge will set up over the east and will bring the 

dog days of summer in a little early this year, i.e., before August when 

they usually arrive. Temps will be 8 to 10 degrees above normal into 

Tues with highs well into the 90’s Lows will be in the upper 60’s at 

night (about 8 above for normal lows. A showery period moves in 

Tues-Wed as we enter the longer range forecast of normal temps and 

wet conditions. 

Regional Observations
Western NY: Many areas dormant and dry.

Central  NY: Most areas look good. Some sports fields with anthracnose 

and leafspots diagnosed.

Westchester: Tornado hits Westchester 

County in the Valhalla area bringing down 

many trees and disrupting power for a few 

days. (see pic)

EastLI: Slime mold diagnosed on a lawn 

from the hot and humid weather. An organic 

landscape firm reported some herbicide 

injury to a clients lawn.

Sports Turf Update
Joann Gruttadaurio
Scalded Turf: Rainfall in Western NY has given turf a good growth 

spurt. In the Hudson Valley region 

frequent downpours and copious 

amounts of rain over the past two weeks 

have caused damaged turf due to rain 

water collecting in low areas and not 

being removed before the sun and higher 

temps hit. Overseeding these areas may 

ShortCUTT July 17, 2006" 1

"

T h i s w e e k ’ s g r a p h i c a l 
representation of rainfall from 
NOAA indicates we were at 
record rainfall amounts for month 
of June. Most areas were in the 
top 10% wettest months of June 
on record! A stark contrast to the 
beginning of the season that was 
historically dry. Clearly many in 
the Northeast are at saturation, 
but there are dramatic differences 
across the region. 
Several areas are at or even slightly below normal precipitation for the 
month and the season, indicating that the places that received regular 
rainfall, received large amounts well above normal! Like areas of Central 
NY and Southern NJ 6” ahead of normal for the season.  This creates a 
challenge for broad recommendations with the wide disparity in rainfall 
amounts. If you have adequate moisture then simply keeping pace with 
mowing and weed growth present the greatest challenges. Well timed 
insecticide use based on history and scouting remain critical for all at 
this time. The cool weather is keeping many serious diseases at bay in 
areas where moisture is not excessive. However, where moisture is 
excessive disease pressure is very high. If temps rise, especially evening 
temps as we head into the next few weeks, then be prepared for major 
fungal disease pressure. 
Water management at this time of year should dominate your thinking 
on high value turf. Precise use of irrigation, based on ET, soil moisture, 
playability, and ability to apply water accurately will determine your 
success. Areas in he region with excess moisture identify important 
drainage issues and plan for installation, and keep irrigation heads 
trimmed since you may need them at some point! !

Gazing in the Grass. 
Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D.

http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/index.html
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/index.html


This would be an 
excellent time to 
s c o u t f o r 
chinchbug activity. 
Y o u c a n u s e 
a n " i n s e c t 

vacuum" (a leaf blower that sucks 
air with a small collecting bag), 

T h e r e t u r n o f 
frequent rains to 
Westchester has put 
weed growth into 
h i g h g e a r   a s 
crabgrass takes over 

thin areas and pre-
failure. 

A commercial site 
visit revealed post- 
construction turf 
failure beginning to 
show up on soil that 
w a s s e v e r e l y 
compacted @ 2” 

BMP’s for Stormwater Management

Regional Clips

Professor Kyle Wickings, Soil Insect Ecologist in the Cornell University 
Turfgrass Program reports Japanese beetles are active upstate along with 
high populations of European chafer and Oriental beetle that have been 
active for 2-3 weeks now. Practically speaking, a turf manager would still 
be fine putting out a Merit (imidacloprid), Acelepryn (Chlorantraniliprole) 
or Ference (Cyantraniliprole)   application now for grub control.   In areas 
that they intend to treat, they should get on it.  In all other areas, or if they 
cannot use pesticides (e.g. School grounds), they should wait until third 
week of August and sample for grubs. At that time if they find high 
populations, they could make an application of nematodes or request an 
emergency application (for schools and daycares).

The Golf Course Superintendent’s of New York State under the leadership of Ken Benoit CGCS, Bob 
Nielson CGCS, and Blake Halderman CGCS coordinated an effort to codify the golf turf and landscape 
principles and practices that aspire to the  highest level of water quality protection. The NYS Golf Turf BMP’s website available 
at http://nysgolfbmp.cals.cornell.edu/, outlines the BEST practices for water quality protection on golf courses. For those 
receiving large amounts of rainfall very rapidly, you are getting a glimpse of what climate change poses for us in the future, i.e., 
same amount of precipitation in less frequent, more intense storms. Urban and suburban infrastructure is increasingly unable 
to handle the large volumes of runoff from the developed land and paved surfaces. The role of golf courses in society with 
growing stormwater management needs cannot be overstated. The golf course landscapes ability to detain and retain storm 
water provides measurable economic value to your land, assists with community needs, and makes available additional water 
resources naturally bio-filtered on a course implementing BMPs!

We are Coming into Ideal Timing for Grub Control with 
Adults Abound. Where are We at and What Should We Be 
Considering?

Right along with stormy skies, the Plant Diagnostic Laboratory is firing up 
with golf turf samples. We’ve seen it all lately: anthracnose, summer patch, 
slime molds, take-all, Pythium root diseases, annual bluegrass weevils, 
black turfgrass ataenius, and lots of wear and tear We recently had a 
sample of a mixed bent/Poa putting green turf with damage to both the 
annual bluegrass and the bentgass. The Poa was yellowing, but the bent 
was toasted too. The disease workup was negative, but the submitter also 
sent a container filled with annual bluegrass weevil (ABW) adults that 
explained the cause of the yellowing Poa. We also found chewed plants.So, 
what happened to the bentgrass? Fortunately, Sabrina spilled out the 
container of ABW adults, and low and behold, there were a bunch of black 
turfgrass ataenius (BTA) adults mixed in. I suspect that BTA populations are 
inadvertently controlled on most golf courses during our annual springtime 
ABW insecticide bombardment. At the very least, BTA are considered a low 
priority pest compared to the ABW and are often ignored. In fact, for the 
amount of insecticide going out on this golf course, the ABW were pretty 
chipper themselves. I hope you guys are listening to Dr. Albrecht 
Koppenhofer concerning ABW insect resistance management (call the lab 
for resistance screening) because there was plenty of product going out on 
this golf course and some seemingly happy insects.Among the ABW 
injured samples, we are seeing a little summer patch too.

Despite the utility of 
turf in mitigating runoff 
and erosion, it is useful 
to recognize that turf 
might not be the most 
appropriate/effective. 

Rutgers Turfgrass Diagnostic Update 
Rich Buckley
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