
Ensure the long term health of 
your trees, shrubs and lawn with

The Green Choice™

CT Bloomfield ................................ (860) 688 - 9300 
 Danbury ................................... (203) 794 - 0922
 Norwalk .................................... (203) 853 - 9526
	 Old	Saybrook ........................... (860) 395 - 0780

IL Barrington ................................. (847) 726 - 1991
 Northbrook ............................... (847) 729 - 1963
	 Warrenville ............................... (630) 821 - 7752

MA Cape	Cod ............................... (508) 539 - 8723
 Lincoln ...................................... (781) 259 - 8400
	 Middleton ................................. (978) 739 - 2300

MD	 Rockville ................................... (301) 545 - 1712

MN East	Metro ................................ (651)  770 - 3744
	 West	Metro ............................... (952)  881 - 3779 

NJ		 Basking	Ridge .......................... (908) 766 - 3037
	 Mountainside ........................... (908) 301 - 9400
	 Princeton .................................. (609) 924 - 2800
 Wyckoff .................................... (201) 891 - 5379

NY	 Bedford	Hills ............................. (914) 244 - 1700
	 Hudson	Valley .......................... (914) 402 - 4521
	 Mamaroneck ........................... (914) 777 - 1399
	 Old	Brookville ........................... (516) 656 - 0980
	 Southampton........................... (631) 283 - 1155

PA Bucks County ........................... (215) 493 - 9400
	 Mainline .................................... (610) 941 - 7766

VA	 Springfield ................................ (571) 282 - 2500

WI Roberts ..................................... (715)  749 - 3475

savatree.com

Preventive	&	Curative	 

Treatments	for	Emerald	Ash	Borer

Emerald  
Ash Borer

Let	one	of	our	certified	arborists	
help	you	learn	more	about	
environmentally	responsible	
landscape	care	solutions.

Act	Now.	
Speak	with	your	arborist	today	to	receive	
a	complimentary	property	consultation	
to	assess	the	health	of	your	trees.

Call: (800) 341-8733

Visit: savatree.com/consults

Email: experts@savatree.com

Trees		|		Shrubs		|		Lawn		|		Deer		|		Consulting

Ash	trees	in	June	2006	and	after	emerald	ash	
borer	devastation	in	August	2009. P
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Detection
Emerald	ash	borer	is	difficult	to	detect	in	low-
level	infestations.

Working	with	a	certified	arborist	to	identify	 
and	inspect	ash	trees	for	early	warning	signs	 
is	recommended.

Signs of Emerald Ash Borer Infestation:

    •  Tiny	D-shaped	holes	in	the	bark	–	from	
adults	emerging	in	the	spring

    •		Tree	canopy	dieback	–	EAB	usually	
attacks	the	tops	of	trees	first	and	
proceeds	downward

    •		Excessive	sprouting	from	base	of	tree	–	
sign	of	stress

    •		Vertical	bark	splitting	–	a	result	of	larval	
feeding	galleries

    •		Increased	woodpecker	activity	–	they	like	
to	feed	on	beetle	larvae

    •		Larval	tunneling	–	EAB-infested	trees	will	
exhibit	larval	tunneling	beneath	the	bark

History
First	detected	in	Michigan	in	2002,	it	is	believed	
that	the	Emerald	Ash	Borer	(EAB,	Agrilus 
planipennis)	made	its	way	into	the	United	States	
in	wood	packing	materials	that	originated	in	Asia.	
Since	its	arrival,	this	invasive	beetle	has	had	a	
devastating	impact,	killing	tens	of	millions	of	trees	
in	the	US	and	Canada.

These	D-shaped	borer	exit	holes	are	a	
common	sign	of	an	infestation.

The	larvae	create	serpentine	galleries	
that	compromise	the	tree’s	nutrient	and	
water	transportation	system,	causing	it	
to	decline	and	eventually	die.	

Prevention and Treatment
Many	property	owners	are	left	wondering	
what	they	can	do	to	save	their	ash	trees.	While	
preventive	measures	are	key	to	tree	survival,	
curative	treatments	are	also	available	to	save	
trees	with	early	signs	of	infestation.	Inoculations	
injected	into	the	trunk	of	the	tree	or	the	
surrounding	soil	have	proven	to	be	highly	effective	
in	preserving	feature	trees	and	treating	those	with	
symptoms	of	EAB.

Treatment	options	that	have	proven	most	
effective	are	systemic	applications	 
injected	into	the	trunk	of	the	tree	or	the	soil.
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Biology
Adult	beetles	are	elongated,	approximately	1⁄8 to 
1⁄2	inch	in	length,	with	metallic	green	wings	and	
bronze	bodies.	Beetles	will	hide	in	bark	crevices	
and	will	occasionally	feed	on	ash	foliage,	leaving	
small	holes	along	leaf	margins.

Shortly	after	emergence,	adult	beetles	mate	
and	lay	eggs	on	the	bark	of	ash	trees	that	are	
at	least	11⁄2 to	2	inches	in	diameter.	Females	will	
mate	multiple	times	and	can	lay	60	to	90	eggs	
during	their	lifetime.	After	hatching,	larvae	chew	
their	way	through	the	tree’s	bark	and	tunnel	into	
the	cambium	layer	where	they	continue	their	
development.	The	larvae	create	serpentine	
galleries	that	compromise	the	tree’s	nutrient	and	
water	transportation	system,	causing	it	to	decline	
and	eventually	die.	The	larvae	overwinter	in	the	
tree	and	pupate	in	the	spring	as	the	weather	warms.	

Adult	beetles	are	capable	of	flying	up	to	4.5	miles	
from	infestation	sites.	However,	they	can	travel	
much	longer	distances	through	the	transportation	
of	infested	firewood	and	nursery	stock.

 •  Initial county 
EAB detection

   Federal EAB 
quarantine 
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